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65. International Festival of Contemporary Music
Choruses 
Drammaturgie vocali
Director Lucia Ronchetti
Venice, 17>26 September 2021

with the support of Regione del Veneto



FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 
	H 12.00
Ca’ Giustinian – Sala delle Colonne






H 16.00
Conservatorio Benedetto Marcello
(until September 26)

H 20.00
Teatro La Fenice




	KAIJA SAARIAHO 
Golden Lion for Lifetime Achievement award ceremony

to be followed by

conversation with Kaija Saariaho
conducted by Tom Service

BIENNALE COLLEGE MUSIC
Jack Sheen sound installation (2021)


ORCHESTRA E CORO DEL TEATRO LA FENICE
Kaija Saariaho (1952) Oltra Mar for choir and orchestra (2009, 21’53) Italian premiere
Hans Abrahamsen (1952)/Claude Debussy (1862-1918) Children’s Corner (2012, 18’)

conductor Ernest Martinez-Izquierdo 
in collaboration with Fondazione Teatro La Fenice



SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 
	H 9.00
Ca’ Giustinian - Sala delle Colonne 




H 15.00
Arsenale – Sale d’Armi
(until September 26)

H 19.00
Teatro Malibran

	LEZIONI DI MUSICA – RAI RADIO3 
Adrian Willaert (ca. 1490-1562) Salmi spezzati a due cori (1550)
by Paola Damiani
introduction Giovanni Bietti

BIENNALE COLLEGE MUSIC
Chonglian Yu sound installation (2021)


THEATRE OF VOICES
Kaija Saariaho (1952) 
Only the Sound Remains chamber opera in two parts (2015, 100’) European premiere 
Noh theatre texts Tsunemasa and Agoromo translated by Ezra Pound 

conductor Clement Mao-Takacs
director Aleksi Barriere
co-production La Biennale di Venezia, Tokio Bunka Kaikan, Palau de la Musica, Tampere Hall
in collaboration with Fondazione Teatro La Fenice


	SUNDAY, SEPTMEBER 19 
H 9.00
Ca’ Giustinian - Sala delle Colonne




H 16.00
Arsenale – Teatro alle Tese 



	
MUSIC LESSONS – RAI RADIO3 
Giovanni Gabrieli (ca. 1555-1612) In eccelsiis three choirs and basso continuo (1597); Exaudi me Domine four choirs 
by Paola Damiani
introduction Giovanni Bietti

NEUE VOCALSOLISTEN
George Lewis (1952) Amo for five voices and electronics (2020, 25’) World premiere – commissioned by La Biennale di Venezia
Sergej Newski (1972) Die Einfachen for six voices (2021, 35’) World premiere – commissioned by Neue Vocalsolisten



	H 19.30
Fondazione Giorgio Cini – Auditorium Lo Squero

H 21.00
Fondazione Giorgio Cini – Auditorium Lo Squero
	L'emancipazione della voce. Sulle composizioni sperimentali per ensemble vocali  
introduction to the concert by Gianmario Borio

THEATRE OF VOICES / PMCE
David Lang (1957) the little match girl passion for four voices (2008, 35’)
Arvo Pärt (1935) Stabat Mater for soprano, contralto, tenor, violin, viola, cello (1985, 25’)

vocal ensemble Theater of voices
instrumental ensemble Parco della Musica Contemporanea Ensemble
program realized in the context of "Homo Faber: Crafting a more human future. 2021: Living Treasures of Europe and Japan", a project by Michelangelo Foundation for Creativity and Craftsmanship in collaboration with Fondazione Giorgio Cini (www.homofaberevent.com)



MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 
	H 12.00
Ca’ Giustinian – Sala delle Colonne






H 20.00
Arsenale – Teatro alle Tese

	NEUE VOCALSOLISTEN 
Silver Lion award ceremony

to be followed by

conversation with Neue Vocalsolisten
conducted by Björn Gottstein

SWR VOKALENSEMBLE / PMCE
Morton Feldman (1926 – 1987) The Rothko Chapel for soprano, contralto, double choir and three instruments (1971, 30’ ca) 
Samir Odeh-Tamimi (1970) Timna for choir and instrumental ensemble (2018-2020, 20' ca) Italian premiere
Francesco Filidei (1973) Tutto in una volta for double choir (2020, 15’) World premiere

conductor Yuval Weinberg
vocal ensemble SWR Vokalensemble
instrumental ensemble Parco della Musica Contemporanea Ensemble



TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 
	H 11.00
Conservatorio Benedetto Marcello

H 18.00
Arsenale – Teatro alle Tese





H 21.00
Basilica di San Marco – Cappella Marciana
	GEORGE LEWIS
encounter

NEUE VOCALSOLISTEN / SWR VOKALENSEMBLE 
George Aperghis (1945), Wölfli Kantata for vocal ensemble and choir (2006, 70’ ca) Italian premiere

conductor Yuval Weinberg

CHRISTINA KUBISCH 
Il viaggio della voce (Travelling voices) for recorded voices (2021, 50’) World premiere – commissioned by La Biennale di Venezia
pieces from the repertoire of the Scuola di San Marco (1500)

with composition by Adrian Willaert and Andrea Gabrieli

condutor Marco Gemmani

electronics by CIMM - Centre for Computer Music and Multimedia La Biennale di Venezia
in collaboration with Basilica and Procuratoria di San Marco



WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 
	H 11.00
Conservatorio Benedetto Marcello

H 17.00
Teatro Piccolo Arsenale


H 21.00
Teatro del Parco Bissuola

	CHRISTINA KUBISCH
encounter

BIENNALE COLLEGE MUSIC
program to be defined
Ensemble Vocale EVO

SOLO VOICE / ZULI
live performance for voice and electronics 

	THURSADY, SEPTEMBER 23 
H 11.00
Conservatorio Benedetto Marcello

H 18.00
Via Garibaldi e Arsenale – Teatro alle Tese


















H 21.00
Basilica di San Marco – Cappella Marciana
	
JENNIFER WALSHE
encounter

MARTA GENTILUCCI
moving still – processional crossing for four reciting voices and vocal ensemble (2021, 50’) World premiere – commissioned by La Biennale di Venezia

processional crossing on the original texts by Elisa Biagini, Irène Gayraud, Shara McCallum, Evie Shockley 
vocal ensemble Sequenza 9.3
selected voices from the singing classes of the Conservatorio Benedetto Marcello of Venice

conductor Catherine Simonpietri
stage director Antonello Pocetti

electronics by CIMM – Centre for Computer Music and Multimedia of La Biennale di Venezia
in collaboration with Conservatorio Benedetto Marcello di Venezia
selection and preparation of the voices of the Conservatorio Benedetto Marcello Francesco Erle

CORO DELLA CAPPELLA MARCIANA DELLA BASILICA DI SAN MARCO
Valentin Silvestrov (1937) Liturgical Chants for mixed choir and a cappella (2015, 45' ca.)

condutor Marco Gemmani
in collaboration with Basilica e Procuratoria di San Marco



FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 
	H 11.00
Conservatorio Benedetto Marcello

H 18.00
Arsenale – Teatro alle Tese










H 21.00
Cà Giustinian – Sala delle Colonne
	KAIJA SAARIAHO
ecounter

ENSEMBLE ACCENTUS
Kaija Saariaho (1952) Reconnaissance for choir, percussion and contrabass (2019, 20’ca) World premiere
Sivan Eldar (1985) After Arethusa for choir and electronics (2019, 10’ca) World premiere
Kaija Saariaho (1952) Tag des Jahrs for choir and electronics (2001, 15’) Italian premiere 
Sylvano Bussotti (1931) Per 24 voci bianche o adulte (1974, 12')

choir Ensemble Accentus
conductor Marcus Creed

SOLO VOICE / ELINA DUNI 
Partir solo performance for voice, guitar, percussions, piano (2017, 47’)



SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 
	H 9.00
Ca’ Giustinian – Sala delle Colonne

	MUSIC LESSONS – RAI RADIO 3 
Claudio Monteverdi (1567-1643) Vespro della Beata 
Vergine (1610)
by Paola Damiani
introduction Giovanni Bietti


	H 17.00
Arsenale – Teatro alle Tese

	SOLO VOICE / JENNIFER WALSHE
Is It Cool To Try Hard Now solo performance for voice and electronics

	H 21.00
Teatro del Parco Bissuola

	SOLO VOICE / JOY FREMPONG
Change and Chance solo act for voice and live electronics (2021) World premiere



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 
	H 9.00
Ca’ Giustinian – Sala delle Colonne
	MUSIC LESSONS – RAI RADIO 3 
Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741) Magnificat per soli, due cori e due orchestre RV 610a
by Paola Damiani
introduction Giovanni Bietti


	H 18.00
Arsenale – Tese dei Soppalchi
	NEUE VOCALSOLISTEN / BIENNALE COLLEGE MUSIC
Luca Francesconi (1956) Herzstück for vocal ensemble (2012, 27’)
Maria Vincenza Cabizza (1991) new creation (2021) World premiere
Manuel Hidalgo Navas (1998) new creation (2021) World premiere

electronics by CIMM – Centre for Computer Music and Multimedia of La Biennale di Venezia


	H 21.00
Arsenale – Teatro alle Tese
	BIENNALE COLLEGE MUSIC
experimental performance
Daniele Carcassi new creation (2021) World premiere
Agita Reke new creation (2021) World premiere
Xu Tong Lee new creation (2021) World premiere
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