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Double Preopening event of the 78th Venice International Film Festival: 

La Biennale di Venezia: il cinema al tempo del Covid, a diary in film by Andrea Segre and Per grazia ricevuta (1971) by and with Nino Manfredi,

a tribute on the one-hundredth anniversary of the actor and director’s birth

An exceptional double-programme is slated for Preopening night at the 78th Venice International Film Festival of La Biennale di Venezia, to take place on Tuesday August 31st in the Sala Darsena at the Palazzo del Cinema (Lido di Venezia).

The double programme for the Preopening of the 78th Venice Film Festival will feature the screening of:

· 6:30 pm: La Biennale di Venezia: il cinema al tempo del Covid, a diary in film by Andrea Segre, produced by La Biennale di Venezia with Rai Cinema and Istituto Luce Cinecittà, looking “behind the scenes” of the 2020 edition of the Venice International Film Festival, which was held with the restrictions imposed by the safety protocols established for the Covid-19 pandemic. “Last year La Biennale asked me to document a unique and perhaps even historic edition (the question remains open) of the Venice Film Festival, the edition organized in the heart of a global pandemic, explains Andrea Segre. I was working on another film and had only a few days available, but it was a significant challenge and I accepted. The result is a short diary in film. I can’t really call it a film, these are notes taken live of an unexpected part of the history of the Venice Film Festival and of cinema itself, these are simply men and women whom I met at the heart of the Film Festival, who reflect upon what they and we are experiencing”.
· 9:00 pm: Per grazia ricevuta (Between Miracles, 1971), written, directed and starring Nino Manfredi, a tribute to the actor and director on the 100th anniversary of his birth. The film, to be screened from a newly-restored copy, is Manfredi’s debut feature-length film as a director, which he was determined to make at the time against all advice and which unexpectedly was widely acclaimed by the public. The restoration was completed in 2021 by the Centro Sperimentale di Cinematografia – Cineteca Nazionale and by Istituto Luce – Cinecittà based on the original 35mm negative provided by RTI-Mediaset in collaboration with Infinity+. The soundtrack was derived from an optical positive from the Cineteca Nazionale. Laboratory: Istituto Luce – Cinecittà. 

