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Biennale College – Cinema
The films of the fifth edition (2016/2017)

The 74th Venice Film Festival will screen the three feature films which have been selected, developed and produced as part of the fifth edition (2016/2017) of Biennale College - Cinema, an advanced training laboratory, open to young filmmakers from all over the world for the production of low-budget films. The Biennale launched the laboratory at the 2012 Venice Film Festival. The three movies are: 

BIENNALE COLLEGE CINEMA

BEAUTIFUL THINGS
by GIORGIO FERRERO, producer: FEDERICO BIASIN
starring Van Quattro, Danilo Tribunal, Andrea Pavoni Belli, Vito Mirizzi, Vittoria De Ferrari Sapetto, Andrea Valfrè / Italy / 94’

MARTYR
by MAZEN KHALED, producer: DIALA KACHMAR
starring Carole Abboud, Hamza  Mekdad, Rabih  Zaher, Mostafa  Fahes, Hadi  Bou Ayash, Rachad  Nasredine / Lebanon / 80’

STRANGE COLOURS
by ALENA LODKINA, producers: KATE LAURIE, ISAAC WALL
starring Kate Cheel, Daniel P Jones, Justin Courtin / Australia / 85’

The three feature films, which are first or second works, will be presented at the 74th Venice International Film Festival (August 30 – September 9, 2017), directed by Alberto Barbera and organized by the Biennale, chaired by Paolo Baratta.
The nine projects which did not advance to the second phase of development will receive online support and will be offered various opportunities for finding co-producers in collaboration with IFP and TorinoFilmLab, among others.  
Biennale College – Cinema is supported by the Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activities – Cinema Head Office; for the fifth consecutive year, academic support is provided by IFP in New York and TorinoFilmLab, and the collaboration with the Busan International Film Festival continues. The Laboratory’s Director is Alberto Barbera and the Head of Programme is Savina Neirotti. 
BIENNALE COLLEGE CINEMA – ITALIA and BIENNALE COLLEGE – CINEMA - INTERNATIONAL
With the 6th edition (2017-2018) of Biennale College - Cinema, it was decided to expand the international Biennale College – Cinema project and add a path reserved to Italians. Hence, there was a new call for teams composed exclusively of a director and a producer, both of whom must be Italian. The Biennale College Cinema – Italia call is in addition to that of the Biennale College – Cinema – International.
The Italian call has seen the participation of teams composed of directors making their first or second film, in association with producers who have made at least three audio-visual works, a fiction feature film, or a documentary, which have been distributed and/or presented at film festivals. Eight micro-budget projects were selected and invited to participate at a development workshop, held in English, on July 10-16, 2017 in Venice. At the end of the workshop, a further selection was conducted and the three projects which have been chosen will be announced during the 74th Venice International Film Festival (August 30 – September 9, 2017). These three Italian projects will enter the next phase alongside the nine projects selected from the international call, and will participate in a 10-day workshop held in Venice in October 2017. Of these twelve projects, three (including one from the Italian section) will be selected and receive the Biennale’s support covering the production costs (which cannot exceed 150,000 Euros). These three feature films will be presented at the 75th Venice International Film Festival in 2018. The educational activities of the sixth edition are supported by the Creative Europe-Media program.

BIENNALE COLLEGE CINEMA - ITALIA
The projects selected after the call: 
· Device – Paolo Bernardelli, director; Luca Legnani, producer
· Fear for Fun – Caterina Salvadori, director; Adam Selo, producer
· Hesychia – Filippo Ticozzi, director; Federico Minetti, producer
· Pomodoro – Simone Rovellini, director; Michele Caspani, producer
· Puro Sangue – Marco Mucig, director; Barbara Guieu, producer
· Stellanera – Valentina Bertuzzi, director; Alessandra Grilli, producer
· The Ice Break – Margherita Ferri, director; Chiara Galloni, producer
· Wild Youth – Lorenzo Lodovichi, director; Ines Vasiljevic, producer

BIENNALE COLLEGE CINEMA – VIRTUAL REALITY
Last January, the Biennale launched the first edition of Biennale College Cinema – Virtual Reality to select 9 teams composed of a director and a producer, for the development of VR projects lasting between 10 and 20 minutes. Throughout the production phase, the teams will receive support on such aspects as the creative process, producing and developing initiatives to attract audiences, identifying markets of reference, and financing. 
Biennale College Cinema – Virtual Reality was created with the contribution of the Creative Europe – Media program and the Netherlands Film Fund, and collaboration is also provided by TorinoFilmLab. The nine projects (director/producer) chosen for this first edition are: 
· Chromatica (Flavio Costa, Italy / Laura Catalano, Italy)
· Dinner Party (Angel Soto, Puerto Rico / Charlotte Stoudt, USA)
· Ice Cave (Maja Friis, Denmark / Sara Namer, Denmark)
· ON/OFF (Camille Duvelleroy, Isabelle Foucrier, France / Laurent Duret, France)
· My Girl Matryoshka (Nir Saar, Israel / Kevin Molloy, UK)
· Spomenik (Ivan Knezevic, Serbia / Ivan Beres, Serbia)
· A Day With Hope (Erika del Mundo, Philippines / Jack Weinstein, USA)
· The Little Black Pawn (Quentin de Cagny, France / Francois Bouille, France)
· The Neighbour (Romero Rudolf Borgar, Netherlands / Esther Rots, Netherlands)
Of the 9 projects which will be developed during the workshop, a maximum of two VR projects will each receive a production contribution of € 30,000, thanks to the support of SONY, and will be presented at the 74th Venice International Film Festival in 2017. The technical sponsor of the projects receiving the contribution is SGO, a company which provides support during the postproduction phase. The other seven projects excluded from the financing will receive visibility during the Venice Production Bridge, as an integral part of the Gap Financing Market activities. For the second year running, the Venice Production Bridge Market will present eight other VR film projects under development. Thus, a total of 15 VR projects under development will be supported by the Biennale di Venezia.
The finalist project of this first edition - which will be presented at the 74th Venice Film Festival - is Chromatica. 


PAST EDITIONS 
The thirteen feature films made during the first (2012/2013), second (2013/2014), third (2014/2015) and fourth (2015/2016) editions of Biennale College – Cinema had their world premiere during the past four editions of the Venice Film Festival.  These films were later presented at other festivals and received awards and critical acclaim, proof of their international success. 
The three films from the first edition of  Biennale College-Cinema (2012-2013)
· Memphis by Tim Sutton (director, USA), John Baker (director, USA). 
· Mary is Happy, Mary is Happy by Nawapol Thamrongrattanarit (director, Thailand), Aditya Assarat (producer, Thailand).
· Yuri Esposito by Alessio Fava (director, Italy), Max Chicco (producer, Italy).

The three films from the second edition of  Biennale College-Cinema (2013-2014)
· Blood Cells by Joseph Bull (director, UK), Luke Seomore (director, UK), Ben Young and Samm Haillay (producers, UK).
· H. by Rania Attieh (director, Lebanon), Daniel Garcia (director, USA), Shruti Rya Ganguly (producer, India), Pierce Varous (producer, USA).
· Short Skin by Duccio Chiarini (director, Italy), Babak Jalali (producer, Iran/UK).

The three films from the third edition of  Biennale College-Cinema (2014-2015)
· Baby Bump by Kuba Czekaj (director, Poland), Magdalena Kaminska and Agata Szymanska (producers, Poland).
· Blanka by Kohki Hasei (director, Japan), Flaminio Zadra (producer, Italy).
· The Fits by Anna Rose Holmer (director, USA), Lisa Kjerulff (producer, USA).

The four films from the fourth edition of  Biennale College-Cinema (2015-2016)
· La soledad by Jorge Thielen-Armand (director, Venezuela), Adriana Herrera (producer, Venezuela), Manon Ardisson (producer, France)
· Una hermana by Sofia Brockenshire (director, Canada), Verena Kuri (producer, Argentina)
· Mukti Bhawan (Hotel Salvation) by Shubhashish Bhutiani (director, India), Sanjay Bhutiani (producer, India)
· Orecchie by Alessandro Aronadio (director, Italy), Costanza Coldagelli (producer, Italy)
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